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Statutes  and  Rules,  relating 
to  the  Infpe&ion  and  Ule  of 
the  British  Museum  ;  and 
for  the  better  Security,  and  Pre- 
fervation  of  the  lame :  by  Or¬ 
der  of  the  Trustees. 

£  MM3  HIS  Mufeum,  tho’ chiefly  de- 

&  SBC  %ned  for  the  ufe  of  learned 
5wl)BCSb(j}(  and  dudious  men,  both  natives 

and  foreigners,  in  their  refearches  into 
the  feveral  parts  of  knowledge ;  yet  be- 
ing  a  national  eftablifhment,  founded 

by 
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by  Authority  of  Parliament,  it  may  he 
judged  reafonable,  that  the  advantages 
accruing  from  it  ffiould  be  rendered  as 
general  as  poffible.  But  as  it  is  of  a 

more  extenfive  nature,  than  any  other 

♦ 

before  eftahliffied,  it  doth  require  fome 
particular  rules  and  reftriftions  relating 
to  the  infpeCtion,  ufe  and  fecurity  there¬ 
of,  fuited  to  the  nature  of  its  inftitution ; 
the  different  quality  of  the  things,  of 
which  it  confifts  ;  and  fuch  attendance 
of  the  Officers,  ds  may  be  juftly  ex¬ 
pected  from  them.  Therefore  the 
Truftees  of  the  Britiffi  Mufeum,  at  a 
General  Meeting  affembled,  do  hereby 
make,  conffitute,  and  cftablifh  the  Sta¬ 
tutes,  Rules,  and  Ordinances  following, 
viz. 


f 
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I. 

The  times  when  the  Museum  is 
to  be  kept  open. 

1.  THAT  the  Mufeum  be  kept 
open  at  the  hours  mentioned  below, 
every  day  throughout  the  year,  except 

Saturday  and  Sunday  in  each  week  ; 
and  likewife  except  Chridmas-day  and 
one  week  after ;  one  week  after  Eader- 
day  and  Whitfun-day  refpeddively ;  Good 
Friday,  and  all  days,  which  are  now,  or 
fhall  hereafter  be,  fpecially  appointed  for 
Thankfgivings  or  Fads-  by  Publick  Au- 

2.  THAT  between  the  months  of 
September  and  April  inclulive,  from 
Monday  to  Friday  inclulive,  the  Mu¬ 
feum 
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fcum  be  opened  from  nine  o’clock  in 
the  morning  till  three  in  the  afternoon  j 
and  likewife  at  the  fame  hours  on  Tuef- 
day,  Wednefday,  and  Thurfday,  in  May, 
June,  July,  and  Auguft;  but  on  Mon¬ 
day  and  Friday,  only  from  four  o’clock 
to  eight  in  the  afternoon,  during  thofe 
four  months,  except  at  the  times  above 
excepted. 


II. 
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II. 

.  I 

The  manner  of  admiflion  to 
view  the  Museum. 

2  THAT  fuch  ftudious  and  cu- 
'  nous  perfons,  as  arc  delirous  to  fee  the 
Mufeum,  fhall  make  their  application 
to  the  Porter,  in  writing  ;  which  appli¬ 
cation  fhall  contain  their  names,  condi¬ 
tion,  and  places  of  abode ;  as  alfo  the 
day  and  hour  at  which  they  defire  to  be 
admitted  ;  and  (hall  be  delivered  to  him 
before  nine  in  the  morning,  or  between 
four  and  eight  in  the  evening,  on  feme 
preceding  day  :'and  that  the  faid  names, 
together  with  the  refpedtive  additions, 
(hall  be  entred  in  a  regifter  to  be  kept 
by  the  Porter.  And  the  Porter  fhall, 
and  is  hereby  required,  to  lay  fuch  re- 

B  gifter. 


I 


[  *o  ] 

gifter  every  niglit  before  the  Principal 
Librarian  ;  or,  in  his  abfence,  before  the 
Under  Librarian,  who  ffiall  officiate  as 
Secretary  for  the  time  being,  or  in  his 
abfence,  before  one  of  the  other  Under 
Librarians  ;  to  the  end  that  the  Princi¬ 
pal,  or  fuch  Under  Librarian,  may  be 
informed,  whether  the  perfons  fo  ap¬ 
plying  be  proper  to  be  admitted  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Regulations  made,  or  to 
be  made,  by  the  Truftees  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  And  if  he  fhail  judge  them  pro¬ 
per,  he  fhail  diredt  the  Porter  to  deliver 
Tickets  to  them,  according  to  their  re- 
queff,  on  their  applying  a  fecond  time 
for  the  faid  Tickets. 

2.  THAT  no  more  than  ten  Tickets 
be  delivered  out,  for  each  hour  of  ad¬ 
mittance  ;  which  Tickets,  when  brought 
by  the  refpedtive  perfons  therein  named. 


are 
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are  to  be  fliewn  to  the  Porter ;  who  is 
thereupon  to  dired  them  to  a  proper 
room  appointed  for  their  reception,  till 
their  hour  of  feeing  the  Mufeum  be 
come;  at  which  time  they  are  to  deliver 
their  Tickets  to  the  proper  Officer  of  the 
firft  department :  and  that  five  of  the 
perfons,  producing  fuch  Tickets,  be  at¬ 
tended  by  the  Under  Librarian,  and  the 
other  five  by  the  Affiftant,  in  each  de¬ 
partment. 

3.  THAT  the  Paid  number  of  Tick¬ 
ets  be  delivered  for  the  admiffion  of 
company  at  the  hours  of  nine,  ten,  ele¬ 
ven,  or  twelve  refpedively,  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  ;  and  at  the  hours  of  four  or  five, 
in  the  afternoon  of  thofe  days,  in  which 
the  Mufeum  is  to  be  open  at  that  time  : 
and  that,  if  application  be  made  by  a 
greater  number  of  perfons,  than  can  be 

B  2  accom- 
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accommodated  on  that  day  and  hour.; 
which  they  had  named  }  the  perfons  laid 
applying  have  Tickets  granted  them  for 
fuch  other  day  and  hour,  as  will  be  moft 
convenient  for  them ;  provided  it  be 
within  feven  days  ;  a  fufficient  number 
of  Tickets  being  ordered  to  be  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  Porter,  for  that  pur- 

4.  THAT  if  the  number  of  perfons 
producing  Tickets  for  any  particular 
hour  does  not  exceed  five,  they  be  de- 
lired  to  join  in  one  company  ;  which 
may  be  attended  either  by  the  Under 
Librarian,  or  Affidant,  as  fhall  be  agreed 
on  between  them. 

5.  THAT  if  any  perfons  having 
obtained  Tickets,  be  prevented  from 
making  ufe  of  them,  they  be  defired  to 

fend 
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fend  them  back  to  the  Porter  in  time  j 
that  other  perfons  wanting  to  fee  the 
Mufeum  may  not  be  excluded. 

6.  THAT  the  fpedators  may  view 
the  whole  Mufeum  in  a  regular  order, 
they  are  firft  to  be  conducted  through 
the  department  of  Manufcripts  and 
Medals ;  then  the  department  of  natu¬ 
ral  and  artificial  Productions  ;  and  af¬ 
terwards  the  department  of  printed 
Books,  by  the  particular  Officers  af- 
figned  to  each  department. 

7.  THAT  one  hour  only  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  the  feveral  companies,  for  gra¬ 
tifying  their  curiofity  in  viewing  each 
department,  fo  that  the  whole  infpec- 
tion  for  each  company  may  be  finifhed 
in  three  hours ;  and  that  each  compa¬ 
ny  keep  together  in  that  room,  in  which 

the 
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the  Officer  who  attends  them,  ffiall  then 
be. 


3.  THAT  a  catalogue  of  the  ref- 
peCtive  printed  Books,  Manufcripts,  and 
other  parts  of  the  Collection,  diftin- 
guiffied  by  numbers,  be  depofited  in 
fome  one  room  of  each  department,  to 
which  the  fame  fhall  refpeCtively  be¬ 
long,  as  foon  as  the  fame  can  be  pre- 

9.  THAT  written  numbers,  an- 
fwering  to  thofe  in  the  Catalogues,  be 
affixed  both  to  the  Books,  and  other 
parts  of  the  Collection,  as  far  as  can 
conveniently  be  done. 

10.  THAT  in  paffing  through  the 
rooms,  if  any  of  the  fpeCtators  defire  to 
fee  any  Book,  or  other  part  of  the  Col¬ 
lection, 
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IeCtion,  it  be  handed  to  them  by  the  Of¬ 
ficer,  as  far  as  is  confident  with  the 
fecurity  of  the  Collection,  to  be  judged 
of  by  the  faid  Officer  ;  who  is  to  reftore 
it  to  its  place,  before  they  leave  the 
room  :  that  no  more  than  one  fuch 
Book,  or  other  part  of  the  Collection, 
be  delivered  at  a  time  to  the  fame  com- 
pany  :  and  that  the  Officer  do  give  the 
company  any  information  they  fhall  de¬ 
fire,  relating  to  that  part  of  the  Col¬ 
lection  which  is  under  his  care. 

ii.  THAT  upon  the  expiration  of 
each  hour,  notice  be  given  of  it  by- 
ringing  a  bell ;  at  which  time  the  feve- 
ral  companies  fhall  remove  out  of  the 
department,  in  which  they  then  are,  to 
make  room  for  freffi  companies. 

12.  That 
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12.  THAT  the  Coins  and  Medals, 
except  fuch  as  the  handing  Committee 
fhall  order,  from  time  to  time,  to  be 
placed  in  glafs  cafes,  be  not  expofed  to 
view,  but  by  leave  of  the  Truftees,  in 
a  general  meeting ;  or  the  handing  Com¬ 
mittee  ;  or  of  the  principal  Librarian : 
that  they  be  fhewn  between  the  hours 
of  one  and  three  in  the  afternoon  by 
one  of  the  Officers,  who  have  the  cuf- 
tody  of  them  :  that  no  more  than  two 
perfons  be  admitted  into  the  room  to  fee 
them  at  the  fame  time,  unlefs  by  parti¬ 
cular  leave  of  the  principal  Librarian  ; 
who  in  fuch  cafe  is  required  to  attend, 
together  with  the  faid  Officer,  the  whole 
time  :  and  that  but  one  thing  be  taken  or 
continue  out  of  the  cabinets  and  draw- 

/ 

ers  at  a  time,  which  is  to  be  done  by  the 

Officer*  who  (hall  replace  it,  before  any 

perfon  prefent  goes  out  of  the  room. 

13.  That 
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THAT  if  any  of  the  perfons> 
\vho  have  Tickets,  come  after  the  hour 
marked  in  the  faid  Tickets,  but  before 
the  three  hours  allotted  them  are  ex- 
pired,  they  be  permitted  to  join  the 
company  appointed  for  the  fame  hour, 
on  their  removing  into  another  depart¬ 
ment  ;  in  order  to  fee  the  remaining  part 
of  the  Colledtion,  if  they  delire  it. 

14.  THAT  the  Mufeum  be  con- 

«  f 

ilantly  Ihut  up  at  all  other  times,  but 
thofe  above  mentioned. 

15.  THAT  if  any  perfons  are  de-* 
firous  of  viliting  the  Mufeum  more  than 
once,  they  may  apply  for  Tickets  in  the 
manner  above  mentioned,  at  any  other 
times,  and  as  often  as  they  pleafe  :  pro¬ 
vided  that  no  one  perfon  has  Tickets  at 
the  fame  time  for  more  days  than  one. 

C  16.  That 
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1 6.  THAT  no  children  be  admitted 
into  the  Mufeum. 

17.  THAT  no  Officer,  or  Servant, 
take  any  fee,  reward,  or  gratuity,  of 
any  perfon  whatfoever  ;  except  in  fuch 
Cafes  as  are  herein  after  mentioned, 
under  the  penalty  of  immediate  dif- 
miffion. 


III. 
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III. 

The  manner  of  admitting  per- 
fonsj  who  defire  to  make  life 
of  the  Museum  for  Study;  or 
lhall  have  occafion  to  confult 
the  fame  for  Evidence,  or  In¬ 
formation, 

i.  THAT  no  one  be  admitted  to 
make  ufe  of  the  Mufeum  for  Study,  but 
by  leave  of  the  Truftees,  in  a  General 
Meeting,  or  the  {landing  Committee : 
and  that  the  faid  leave  be  not  granted 
for  a  longer  term  than  half  an  year, 

\vithout  a  frefli  application. 

<  N 

C  2  2.  THAT 
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z.  THAT  a  Book  be  kept  in  ths 
reading  room,  under  the  cuftody  of  the 
Officer  of  the  faid  room ;  who  is  to  enter 
therein  the  names  of  the  feveral  perfons 
who  have  leave  of  admiffion,  together 
with  the  refpedtive  dates  of  the 
of  the  Truflees  for  that  purpofc,  and 
the  duration  of  the  fame. 

3.  THAT  a  particular  room  be  al¬ 
lotted  for  the  perfons  fo  admitted,  in 
which  they  may  lit,  and  read  or  write;, 
without  interruption,  during  the  time 
the  Mufeum  is  kept  open  :  that  a  proper 

1 

Officer  do  conftantly  attend  in  the  faid 

4 

room,  fo  long  as  any  fuch  perion,  or 
perfons,  ffiall  be  there :  and  for  the  greater 
cafe  and  convenience  of  the  faid  perfons. 


as 
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as  well  as  fecurity  of  the  Colle&ion,  it  is 
expected ;  that  notice  be  given  in  writing 
the  day  before,  by  eachperfon,  to  the  faid 

t 

Officer,  what  Book  or  Manufcript  he 
will  be  defirous  of  perufing  the  follow¬ 
ing  day;  which  Book  or  Manufcript  on 
fuch  requefl,  will  be  lodged  in  fome  con¬ 
venient  place  in  the  faid  room,  and  will 
from  thence  be  delivered  to  him  by  the 
Officer  of  the  faid  room:  excepting  how¬ 
ever  fome  Books  and  Manufcripts  of  great 
value,  or  very  liable  to  be  damaged,  and 
on  that  account  judged  by  the  Truftees 
not  fit  to  be  removed  out  of  the  library 
to  which  they  belong;  without  particular 
leave  obtained,  of  the  Truftees,  in  a 
General  Meeting,  or  the  {landing  Com¬ 
mittee,  for  that  purpofe;  a  Catalogue 

whereof 
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whereof  will  be  kept  by  the  Officer  of 
the  reading  room. 

4*  THAT  fuch  perfons  be  allowed 
to  take  one  or  more  Extracts  from  any 

printed  Book,  or  Manufcript  j  and  that 
either  of  the  Officers  of  the  department, 
to  which  fuch  printed  Book  or  Manu¬ 
fcript  belongs,  be  at  liberty  to  do  it  for 
them,  upon  fuch  terms,  as  fhall  be 
agreed  on  between  them. 

5.  THAT  the  tranferiber  do  not  lay 
the  paper,  on  which  he  writes,  upon 
any  part  of  the  Book,  or  Manufcript,  he 
is  ufing. 

6.  THAT  no  whole  Manufcript, 
nor  the  greater  part  of  any,  be  tran- 
fcribed,  without  leave  from  the  Trurtees, 

in 


E  23  ] 

in  a  General  Meeting,  or  the  {landing 
Committee. 

7.  THAT  every  perfon  fo  intruded 

with  the  ufe  of  any  Book,  or  Manufcript, 
return  the  fame  to  the  Officer  attending, 

before  he  leaves  the  room. 

\ 

8.  THAT  if  any  perfon  engaged  in 
a  work  of  learning,  have  occafion  to 
make  a  drawing  of  any  thing  contained 
in  the  department  of  Natural  and  Ar¬ 
tificial  productions,  or  to  examine  it  more 
carefully  than  can  be  done  in  the  com¬ 
mon  way  of  viewing  the  Mufeum ;  he  is 
to  apply  to  the  Truflees  in  a  General 
Meeting,  or  the  {landing  Committee, 
for  particular  leave  for  that  purpofe :  it 
not  being  thought  proper,  unlefs  in  par¬ 
ticular  cafes,  to  have  them  removed 

from 
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from  their  places,  and  out  of  the  fight  of 
the  officer  who  has  the  care  of  them. 

9.  THAT  whenfoever,  and  as  often 
as  any  perfon  ffiall  have  occafion  to  cori- 
fult  or  infpeft  any  Book,  Charter,  Deed* 
or  other  Manufcript  for  Evidence  or  In¬ 
formation,  other  than  for  ftudying,  which 
is  herein  before  provided  for ;  he  is  to 
apply  for  leave  fo  to  do,  to  the  Truftees 
in  a  General  Meeting,  or  the  {landing 
Committee.  But  if  the  cafe  ffiould  re¬ 
quire  fuch  difpatch  as  that  time  cannot 
be  allowed  for  making  fuch  application, 
the  perfon  is  to  apply  for  fuch  leave  to 
the  Principal  Librarian  ;  or,  in  cafe  of 
his  death  or  abfence,  fuch  of  the  Under 
Libraiians  as  fhall  officiate  as  Secretary 
for  the  time  being;  which  leave  the 

Prin- 
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principal  Librarian,  or  the  Under  Li- 
brarian  officiating  as  Secretary  for  the 
time  being,  as  aforefaid,  is  hereby  im- 
powered  to  grant.  Provided  always,  that 
no  fuch  perfon  ffiall  be  permitted  to  con- 
fult  or  infpeCt  any  fuch  Book,  Charter, 

Deed,  or  other  Manufcript ;  except  in 
the  prefence  of  the  Principal  Librarian,  or 
of  one  of  the  Officers  of  that  department 
to  which  fuch  Book,  Deed,  Charter,  or 
other  Manufcript  fhall  belong. 

10.  THAT  no  part  of  the  Col¬ 
lection  or  Collections  belonging  to  this 
Mufeum,  be  at  any  time  carried  out  of 
the  General  Repofitoryj  except  fuch 

Books,  Charters,  Deeds,  or  other  Manu- 
fcripts  as  may  be  wanted  to  be  made  ufe 
of  in  Evidence.  And  that  when  any 

D  fuch 
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fuch  Book,  Charter,  Deed,  or  other  Ma~ 
nufcript  fhall  be  wanted  to  be  made  life 
of  in  Evidence,  application  fhall  be  made 
in  writing  for  that  purpofe,  to  the  Truk 
tees  in  a  General  Meeting,  or  the  ftand- 
ing  Committee :  and  if  the  cafe  fhonld 
require  fuch  difpatch,  as  not  to  admit  of 
an  application  to  the  Truftees  in  a  Gene¬ 
ral  Meeting,  or  the  {landing  Committee 
then  to  the  Principal  Librarian ;  or  in 
cafe  of  his  death  or  abfence,  then  to  fuch 
of  the  Under  Librarians  as  fhall  officiate 
as  Secretary  for  the  time  being :  and 
thereupon  by  their  or  his  direction,  the 
fame  fhall  and  may  be  carried  out  of  the 
General  Repolitory,  to  be  made  ufe  of 
in  evidence  as  aforefaid,  by  the  Under 
Librarian  or  Affiflant  of  the  department 


to 
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to  which  fuch  Book,  Charter,  Deed,  or 
other  Manufcript  fhall  belong.  And  in 
cafe  the  faid  Under  Librarian,  or  Affiftant 
of  the  faid  department  be  difabled,  or 
cannot  attend  then  by  fuch  other  of  the 
Under  Librarians,  or  Affiftants,  as  fhall 
be  appointed  by  the  Truftees,  in  a  Ge¬ 
neral  Meeting,  or  the  ftanding  Com¬ 
mittee,  or  by  the  Chief  Librariaa,  or 

by  fuch  of  the  Under  Librarians  as  fliall 
officiate  as  Secretary  for  the  time  being 

aforefaid.  And  the  perfon  who  fhall  be 
appointed  to  carry  out  the  fame,  fhall 
attend  the  whole  time,  and  bring  it  back 
with  him  again  ;  for  which  extraordi¬ 
nary  trouble  and  attendance  it  is  expected 

that  a  proper  fatisfaftion  be  made  to 
him. 

D  2  AL- 
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ALTH  O’  it  may  be  prefumed,  that 
perfons  who  fhall  be  admitted  to  fee 
the  Mufeum,  will  in  general  conform 
themfelves  to  the  Rules  and  Orders 
abovementioned ;  yet  as  it  may  happen, 
that  thefe  Rutes  may  not  always  be  duly 
obferved :  the  Truftees  think  it  necelfary 
for  the  Safety  and  Prefervation  of  the 
Mufeum,  and  do  hereby  order.  That  in 
cafe  any  perfons  fhall  behave  in  an  im¬ 
proper  manner,  and  contrary  to  the  faid 
Rules,  and  fhall  continue  fuch  misbe¬ 
haviour  after  having  been  admonifhed 

by 
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by  one  of  the  Officers;  fuch  perfons 
ffiall  be  obliged  forthwith  to  withdraw 
from  the  Mufeum;  and  their  names  ffiall 
be  entered  in  a  Book  to  be  kept  by  the 
Porter  :  who  is  hereby  ordered  not  to 
deliver  Tickets  to  them  for  their  ad- 
miffion  for  the  future  ;  without  a  fpecial 
direction  from  the  Truftees  in  a  General 
Meeting. 
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